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The 1925 Pea Pack 


The Association's eighteenth annual statistical report on 
the canning of peas was issued September 30. It shows that 
the pack of canned peas in 1925 was 17, eee « cases as com- 
pared with 19,315,000 cases in 1924. 


Over One Hundred More Canned Foods Week Chairmen Named 


How much wider the observance of Canned Foods Week 
will be this year is indicated by the fact that since the meeting 
of the National Committee in New York City over one hundred 
additional chairmen have been appointed, bringing the total 
number of committees up to nearly five hundred. And this does 
not represent the actual number of communities that will ob- 
serve Canned Foods Week, because the local committees in the 
larger markets expect to arrange for Canned Foods Week in 
many suburban towns and other nearby places. 


In no other campaign has there been so much enthusiasm 
and active cooperation on the part of canners, supply firms and 
distributors. Everyone is working hard for the success of the 
event. A report recently received from Hawaii aptly describes 
the feeling of workers all along the line: “The week will go 
over with a bang!” 

While the work of the local campaign is largely in the 
hands of the distributors forming the local committees, there is 
an excellent opportunity for individual canners to assist them. 
One firm in the Middle West, for example, is going to trim be- 
tween 150 and 170 windows in a single city, and plans to do 
similar work in other places where it has a sales staff. Everyone 
of its salesmen will be on the job, talking Canned Foods Week 
to the retailers they call upon. 
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Every canner interested in Canned Foods Week—and that 
includes all the canners there are—is urged to get in touch with 
the local committee in his home community. If there is no local 
committee, it will help a lot if the canner takes up the job him- 
self. The National Committee will give him every assistance 
possible. 


The Trend of Wholesale Trade 


Sales of wholesale firms in August, as measured by the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board’s combined index of wholesale trade, were 
5 per cent larger in value than in July. Sales of dry goods and 
shoes increased substantially, those of meats continued in about 
the same volume, while sales of groceries, hardware, and drugs 
were slightly smaller. Sales of groceries were smaller in all 
districts except Atlanta, St. Louis, Minneapolis, and Dallas. 
Compared with August, 1924, the aggregate volume of sales 
this year was 5 per cent larger. Sales of all leading lines ex- 
cept groceries, which were in approximately the same volume 
as a year ago, were larger. Value of merchandise stocks at 
wholesale firms showed further declines at the end of August 
and was less than at the end of any previous month this year. 
Stocks of all leading wholesale lines except hardware and drugs 
were smaller at the end of August than a month earlier, those 
of shoes showing the greatest decline. When compared with a 
year ago, stocks of groceries, meats, and drugs were larger in 
value, while those of hardware, dry goods, and shoes were 
smaller. 


How One Steward Buys Canned Foods 


The steward of the Plaza Hotel in New York City, writing 
in “Hotel Management” for September on the way he manages 
his department, makes the following statement regarding the 
purchase of canned foods and similar lines: 

“Breakfast cereals and similar standardized and well- 
advertised package goods are easy to purchase. Tests are seldom 
necessary and the same is true of some brands of canned goods, 
the manufacturers of which maintain a high average of quality 
year in and year out. 

“It is in the purchase of unknown brands of canned goods 
that a steward must be very careful. I open every sample can 
and the chef tastes the product for quality. I then drain off the 
water and weigh the net contents. This is the only way in 
which I can properly judge two competitive products.” 
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Increase in Canned Foods Rates Refused 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has refused to ap- 
prove changes proposed on class rates on certain water-and-rail 
traffic, including canned foods, from Baltimore, Md., and North 
Atlantic ports to Lynchburg, Va., and other Virginia points. 

The present rates from North Atlantic ports to Lynchburg 
are governed by southern classification subject to exception note 
4, which provides that various specified commodities, such as can- 
ned goods, cigarettes, coconuts other than desiccated, sugar and 
smoking tobacco less than carloads, moving water-and-rail be- 
tween North Atlantic ports and Lynchburg, shal! take certain 
class ratings which are one class lower than the southern classi- 
fication ratings. The proposed cancellation of exception note 4 
would restore the ratings on the commodities mentioned moving 
water-and-rail, to the full southern classification basis the same 
as applies in connection with all-rail movements, and would re- 
sult in material increases in rates. 

The Commission upon investigation found that the proposed 
change was not justified, and ordered that the new schedule filed 
by carrier be cancelled. 


Car Loadings Back to Million Mark 


During the week ended September 19 car loadings again 
exceeded the million mark, totaling 1,098,428 cars, an increase 
of 122,994 over the preceding week, when loadings fell off be- 
cause of the observance of Labor Day. It was also an increase 
of 21,581 cars over the corresponding week of 1924 and of 
37,617 cars over the 1923 week. 


Miscellaneous freight loadings totaled 428,467 cars, an in- 
crease of 52,316 cars over the week before and 29,252 cars over 
the same week last year. Loadings of merchandise and less than 
carload freight amounted to 268,858 cars, an increase of 30,823 
cars over the week before and of 13,106 cars over the same week 
last year. 


Census Bulletin on Canning and Preserving 


The Census Bureau of the U. S. Department of Commerce 
has issued a bulletin of 25 pages on the canning and preserving 
industry for 1928, furnishing statistics in as complete form as 
will be available from the biennial census of manufactures for 
that year. Copies may be obtained by application to the Bu- 
reau, in Washington. 
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Use of “In Juice” on Fruit Labels 


A letter recently received from one of our members indicates 
that the industry has not been fully advised of the attitude of 
the Bureau of Chemistry toward the packing of cherries and 
other fruits “in juice.” 


It has apparently been the custom of many canners to use 
that form of label on canned fruit, particularly cherries, when 
packed without the addition of sugar or syrup. When the juice 
of the fruit was not sufficient to fill the can, water was added 
to make up the deficiency. 

The Bureau of Chemistry has made a number of seizures 
of fruit packed and labeled in that manner, their opinion being 
that canned fruit to which water is added cannot properly be 
labeled “in juice.” 


Schedule Announced for Tax Hearings 


The House Committee on Ways and Means has announced 
a tentative schedule for hearings on the new tax bill. Accord- 
ing to this announcement, general statements from Treasury 
officials and tax specialists will be heard October 19 and 20; in- 
come tax and individual, 21; income tax and corporation, 22; 
estate and gift taxes, 23; excise and miscellaneous, 24 and 26; 
board of tax appeals and general administrative features, 27 
and 28; miscellaneous, 29. 


Transcontinental Rates on Tuna and Sardines 


The Transcontinental Lines, it is reported, have agreed to 
establish a rate of 90 cents per 100 pounds on canned sardines 
and tuna fish, minimum 70,000 pounds, from California points 
to all Eastern territory, which is a reduction of 15 cents per 100 
pounds under the rates heretofore enforced. 


Proportion of Foodstuffs in Foreign Trade 


During August imports of manufactured foodstuffs formed 
8.7 per cent of the total value of the country’s imports, as com- 
pared with 11.9 per cent in August a year ago. In the export 
trade, manufactured foodstuffs were 12.8 ver cent of the total, 
against 13.6 per cent in August, 1924. 
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